50 THE HISTORY OF THE BYZANTINE EMPIRE
of Morea, there was to be found a brilliant, artistic, and
cultured Court, not unlike the Italian Courts of the fifteenth
century, a real home of Hellenism and Humanism, and
rendered illustrious by the name of Gemistus Pletho. On
the Black Sea Trebizond, the birthplace of Bessarion, was,
under the dynasty of the Comneni, another centre of Hellenic
civilization. The despotat of the Morea and the Empire of
Trebizond survived the fall of Constantinople by only a few
years. The first was conquered by the Turks in 1460, and
the second succumbed in 1461. With the latter disappeared
for nearly four centuries the last remembrance of Byzantine
greatness. But it was no small glory for this dying Empire
that It was able *to summon all its spiritual energies at the
moment of the final collapse and thus to fall in sunset
radiance'.
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